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13 Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs 
of praise.  16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that 
you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.  17 Elijah 
was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did 
not rain on the land for three and a half years. 18 Again he prayed, and the heavens gave 
rain, and the earth produced its crops.   
James 5:13, 16-18 
 
“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds,” 
James 1:2 
 
James is writing to the first century church. 
 
 “Is anyone among you in trouble?  Let them pray.  Is anyone happy?  Let them sing songs 
of praise.”  James 5:13 
 
Live life with God. 
 
Acts 16:23-30 
 

1. We pray to connect to ___________. 
 
Rejoice always,  pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will 
for you in Christ Jesus.  1 Thessalonians 5:16-17 
 

 
2. Pray to experience __________________________. 

 
Impossible things can happen when a church takes prayer seriously. 
 
“You have not because you ask not.”  James 4:2 
 
Let’s not live in defeat because we never got around to asking… 
 
“Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, 
will give him a snake?  If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who 
ask him?”   Matthew 7:9-11 
 
How do we move toward becoming a people of prayer? 
 



Choose to obey.  
 

Pray with boldness and confidence.   
 

Pray specifically.   
 
Use tools to direct your prayer time.  

 
Pray in concentric circles.  
 

 
Elijah climbed to the top of Carmel, bent down to the ground and put his face between his 
knees.  "Go and look toward the sea," he told his servant. And he went up and looked. 
"There is nothing there," he said. Seven times Elijah said, "Go back."  The seventh time 
the servant reported, "A cloud as small as a man’s hand is rising from the sea." So Elijah 
said, "Go and tell Ahab, ‘Hitch up your chariot and go down before the rain stops you.’"    
Meanwhile, the sky grew black with clouds, the wind rose, a heavy rain came on and 
Ahab rode off to Jezreel.  1 Kings 18:42-45 
 
 

3. Pray with great ___________________________. 
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