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Being Intentional about Becoming Like Christ 
January 4 & 5, 2014 

 

Philippians 3:12-14 NLT  12  … I keep working toward that day when I will finally be all 
that Christ Jesus saved me for and wants me to be.  13  No, dear brothers and sisters, I 
am still not all I should be, but I am focusing all my energies on this one thing: Forgetting 
the past and looking forward to what lies ahead,  14  I strain to reach the end of the race 
and receive the prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us up to heaven. 

 

Romans 8:29 LB  For from the very beginning God decided that those who came to 
him--and all along he knew who would--should become like his Son … 

 

Our goal as Christians is to become like Christ … If you merely wish to have more 
control over your lusts, or to become more serene,  (if you only want to be a better 
person) any meditative religion will do.   

 

1.  Be intentional by making ____________ a goal.   

 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 NIV  24  Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but 
only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize.  25  Everyone who 
competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not 
last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.  26  Therefore I do not run like a 
man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air.  27  No, I beat my body 
and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be 
disqualified for the prize. 

 

Philippians 3:8-10  8  What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the 
surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all 
things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ …  10  I want to know Christ and 
the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming 
like him (even) in his death … 

 

A person without a goal is a person who intends to accomplish and become nothing. 

 

2.  Be intentional by _________________ in your life for growth.   

 

Matthew 22:2-7  22  "The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding 
banquet for his son.  3  He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the 
banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.  4  "Then he sent some more 
servants and said, 'Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My 
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oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the 
wedding banquet.'  5  "But they paid no attention and went off--one to his field, another 
to his business.  6  The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them.  7  
The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned 
their city. 

  

 Make time for a consistent ________________ life (especially spending time in 
God’s Word).   

 

John 1:1, 14  1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the 
Word was God.  14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.   

 

 Make time to address your _______________.   

 

Hebrews 12:1 GW  Since we are surrounded by so many examples of faith, we must 
get rid of everything that slows us down, especially sin that distracts us. We must run 
the race that lies ahead of us and never give up. 

 

In the Christian life we have a goal. The Christian is not a tourist, who returns each night 
to the place from which he starts .... The goal is nothing less than the likeness of Christ. 
The Christian life is going somewhere, and it would be well if, at each day's ending, we 
were to ask ourselves: "Am I any farther along?"  

 

 

Celebrate Recovery Open House 

Monday, January 13 at 6:00 pm. 

 

 

3.  Be intentional by creating ______________ for growth. 

 

The Christian life is not taught as much as it is ____________.   

 

We need ____________ even more than we need sermons.   

 

Hebrews 10:24-25 GNB  Let us be concerned for one another, to help one another to 
show love and to do good.  25  Let us not give up the habit of meeting together, as 
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some are doing. Instead, let us encourage one another all the more, since you see that 
the Day of the Lord is coming nearer. 

 

James 5:16 NIV  Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so 
that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective. 

  

At this point in my walk with God I am not as Christlike as I could be but I am as 
Christlike as I have chosen to be.  By not being more intentional about growing more 
like Christ, I have chosen to be less than He made me to be. 

 

 

STOP INTENDING to become more like Christ  

and START BEING INTENTIONAL. 
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