
LEGACY
. . . IT’S OUR TURN

 

Discussion Guide:  Week 1

 
 

C o m m u n i t y • G r o u p

Open

All of us have reaped the bene�ts of the legacies others have left.

 Who are some people from the past that you admire and have positively impacted your life?  
(Historical �gures included).  How have they impacted your life?

What are the qualities in them that would you like to possess in your own life?

Pastor Dennis de�ned a legacy as that which remains of one’s life and in�uence after he/she 
has departed.  

 • Why is a person’s legacy important?
 • How often do you personally think about your legacy?

We are reaping the bene�ts of the legacy of the church.

 • Of the legacy left us by those who came before us at MPCC what most impresses you?  
 • How has MPCC made a positive di�erence in your life?
 • How has MPCC made a positive di�erence in our community and world?

Discussion

Read Hebrews 11 together with your group.  

 • How is this a chapter about legacies?  

 • Go back and share what some of these legacies are and what was required to leave   
 these legacies.

 • How were many of them living to be a blessing to future generations?

 • What can we learn from these about leaving our own legacy for Christ?  
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Pastor Dennis shared the following statistics about the church in the U.S.

 1.  The U.S is now the 3rd largest mission �eld in the world.  
 2.  3500 — 4000 churches close their doors each year. 
 3. Church attendance dropped in half between 1968 and 2005.
 4. Without more and stronger churches, we will be a post Christian nation within 
    2 generations.  

 • What is your reaction to hearing this?  
 • Which is most concerning to you and why?

Jesus said about His church …
Matthew 16:8 … on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hell shall not prevail 
against it.

How do we reconcile the statistics we just heard with Christ’s promise?  If the gates of Hell will 
not prevail against the church, why are so many churches closing and why is the American 
church dwindling?

Read: Revelation 3:14-19 NLT  "Write this letter to the angel of the church in Laodicea. This is 
the message from the one who is the Amen--the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's 
creation: 15  "I know all the things you do, that you are neither hot nor cold. I wish you were 
one or the other!  16  But since you are like lukewarm water, I will spit you out of my mouth!  
17  You say, `I am rich. I have everything I want. I don't need a thing!' And you don't realize that 
you are (spiritually) wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked…  19  I am the one 
who corrects and disciplines everyone I love. Be diligent and turn from your indi�erence.
   
 • How is this a warning to the American church?  
 • How does this answer the question about why some churches close and others thrive?  
 • How can we be a church that thrives for Christ’s glory? 

Application

 • What legacy do you believe God desires you to leave?

 • What would be required for you to leave this kind of legacy?  What intentional steps,   
      changes, actions, attitudes are needed?

 • What kind of legacy do you believe God desires MPCC to leave?

 • How does your personal legacy tie into the legacy of MPCC?  Why in God’s 
    sovereignty, does He have you in this city and this church at this time in our history?

Closing

Close in prayer asking God to help each of us and our church to be faithful to leave a legacy 
that will be a powerful in�uence for Christ for generations to come.
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