
The Story Chapter 21 – Rebuilding the Walls 
Scripture:  Nehemiah, Malachi 

June 16-17 
 
Malachi 4:5 HCSB  Look, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome Day of 
the LORD comes.   
 
Matthew 17:10-13 HCSB  So the disciples questioned (Jesus), "Why then do the scribes say that Elijah 
must come first?"  …12 (Jesus replied) “… I tell you: Elijah has already come, and they didn't recognize 
him. On the contrary, they did whatever they pleased to him. In the same way the Son of Man is going to 
suffer at their hands."  13  Then the disciples understood that He spoke to them about John the Baptist. 
  
Final word #1 - Always give your best ____________. 
 
Malachi 1:7-10 NLT  7  (God said) You have despised my name by offering defiled sacrifices on my altar 
… 8  When you give blind animals as sacrifices, isn't that wrong? And isn't it wrong to offer animals that 
are crippled and diseased? Try giving gifts like that to your governor, and see how pleased he is!" says 
the LORD Almighty.  9  "Go ahead, beg God to be merciful to you! But when you bring that kind of 
offering, why should he show you any favor at all?" asks the LORD Almighty.  10  "I wish that someone 
among you would shut the Temple doors so that these worthless sacrifices could not be offered! I am not 
at all pleased with you," says the LORD Almighty, "and I will not accept your offerings. 
 
Leviticus 22:20, 32  NLT  22  Do not bring an animal with physical defects, because it won't be accepted 
on your behalf … 32 NLT  Do not treat my holy name as common and ordinary. I must be treated as holy 
by the people of Israel. It is I, the LORD, who makes you holy. 
 
Malachi 1:9-10  9  "Go ahead, beg God to be merciful to you! But when you bring that kind of offering, 
why should he show you any favor at all?" asks the LORD Almighty.  10  "I wish that someone among you 
would (just) shut the Temple doors so that these worthless sacrifices could not be offered! I am not at all 
pleased with you," says the LORD Almighty, "and I will not accept your (half-hearted worship and) 
offerings. 
 
Final word #2 - Always give your family, especially ___________________, your best. 
 
Malachi 2:13-16 NLT  13  You cover the LORD's altar with tears, weeping and groaning because he pays 
no attention to your offerings, and he doesn't accept them with pleasure.  14  You cry out, "Why has the 
LORD abandoned us?" I'll tell you why! Because the LORD witnessed the vows you and your wife made 
to each other on your wedding day when you were young. But you have been disloyal to her …  15  Didn't 
the LORD make you one with your wife? In body and spirit you are his. And what does he want? Godly 
children from your union. So guard yourself; remain loyal to the wife of your youth.  16  "For I hate 
divorce!" says the LORD, the God of Israel …"So guard yourself; always remain loyal to your wife." 
 
Deuteronomy 24:1 Suppose a man marries a woman but later discovers something about her that is 
shameful.  So he writes her a letter of divorce, gives it to her, and sends her away. 
 
1 Peter 3:7 NLT  … you husbands must give honor to (treat with deep respect, value greatly) your wives. 
Treat her with understanding (seek to understand her needs so that you can meet them faithfully and 
sacrificially) as you live together … If you don't treat her as you should, your prayers will not be heard. 
 
Malachi 2:13  … (God) pays no attention to your offerings, and he doesn't accept them with pleasure. 
 
More than just your husband/wife, your spouse is God’s __________________. 
 
Ephesians 5:25 NLT  … you husbands must love your wives with the same love Christ showed the 
church. He gave up his life for her. 
 



Two secrets to being a great Dad… 
1

st
 – _______________ with all of your heart.   

2
nd

 – Love your ________________ with all of your heart.   
 
Malachi 2:15  Didn't the LORD make you one with your wife? In body and spirit you are his. And what 
does he want? Godly children from your union. So guard yourself; remain loyal to the wife of your youth. 
 
There is no greater tool (outside of his Holy Spirit) that God uses to chisel you into the image of Christ 
than __________________.   
 
3.  Always give ___________________ through the church your best. 
 
Malachi 3:8-10 GW  8 "Can a person cheat God? Yet, you are cheating me! "But you ask, 'How are we 
cheating you?' "When you don't bring a tenth of your income and other contributions (tithes and offerings).  
9  So a curse is on you because the whole nation is cheating me!  10  "Bring one-tenth of your income 
into the storehouse so that there may be food in my house. Test me in this way," says the LORD. "See if I 
won't open the windows of heaven for you and flood you with blessings. 
 
Deuteronomy 14:22-26 NIV  22 Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each year … 25  
exchange your tithe for silver, and take the silver with you and go to the place the LORD your God will 
choose.  26  Use the silver to buy whatever you like: cattle, sheep, wine or other fermented drink, (strike 
that and write grape juice in its place) or anything you wish. Then you and your household shall eat there 
in the presence of the LORD your God and rejoice. 
 

God’s purposes continue through those who are willing to always offer their best to Him. 
 
Malachi 3:16  16  Then those who feared the LORD talked with each other, and the LORD listened and 
heard. A scroll of remembrance was written in his presence concerning those who feared the LORD and 
honored his name.   

 
Malachi 3:17-18  17  "They will be mine," says the LORD Almighty, "in the day when I make up my 
treasured possession. I will spare them, just as in compassion a man spares his son who serves him.  18  
And you will again see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve 
God and those who do not. 
 

My Commitment to and Declaration of Dependence on God 
 

With God’s help and the help of my brothers and sisters, I commit today to always give my best to live a 
life that honors Christ and to help build a church that honors Christ until He returns or calls me home. 

 
_________________________    __________________ 

(signed)                                            (date) 
 

_________________________    __________________ 
(witness)                                          (date) 
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