
The Story Chapter 23 – The Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry 

Scripture:  Matthew, Mark, Luke, John 

 

Deuteronomy 19:15 NAB  One witness alone shall not take the stand against a man in 
regard to any crime or any offense of which he may be guilty; a judicial fact shall be 
established only on the testimony of two or three witnesses.   

Luke 23:39-43  39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: "Aren't you 
the Christ? Save yourself and us!"  40  But the other criminal rebuked him. "Don't you 
fear God," he said, "since you are under the same sentence?  41  We are punished 
justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing 
wrong."  42  Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom."  
43  Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise." 

 

 Matthew - ______________ audience to show that Jesus is the Messiah.   

 Mark - _______ audience to show that Jesus was truly human and the perfect man.   

 

Luke 1:1-4 CEV  1  Many people have tried to tell the story of what God has done 
among us.  2  They wrote what we had been told by the ones who were there in the 
beginning and saw what happened.  3  So I made a careful study of everything and then 
decided to write and tell you exactly what took place. Honorable Theophilus,  4  I have 
done this to let you know the truth about what you have heard. 

 

 Luke - ______________ to give an accurate historical account of the life of Christ. 

 John - a general audience to prove that Jesus was ______ come in the flesh.   

 

God’s purposes continue through those who accept that  

Jesus Christ is the answer to their deepest needs. 

 

1.  Jesus is the answer to our ______. 

 

Matthew 9:9-13 NLT  9  As Jesus was going down the road, he saw Matthew sitting at 
his tax-collection booth. "Come, be my disciple," Jesus said to him. So Matthew got up 
and followed him.  10  That night Matthew invited Jesus and his disciples to be his 
dinner guests, along with his fellow tax collectors and many other notorious sinners.  11  
The Pharisees were indignant. "Why does your teacher eat with such scum?" they 
asked his disciples.  12  When he heard this, Jesus replied, "Healthy people don't need 
a doctor--sick people do."  13  … I have come to call sinners, not those who think they 
are already good enough." 



 

Matthew 11:19 NLT  (About me you say) … “He is a friend of the worst sort of sinners!” 

 

Just as I am, though tossed about 

With many a conflict, many a doubt, 

Fightings and fears within, without, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

God loves us as ____________, and yet he also loves us too much to allow us to stay 
that way.   

 

God’s answer to our sin is _________________ through Christ’s death on the cross and 
the power _________________ through his Holy Spirit.   

 

2.  Jesus is the answer to our _______________. 

 

Mark 2:5-12 NLT  5  Seeing their faith, Jesus said to the paralyzed man, "My son, your 
sins are forgiven."  6  But some of the teachers of religious law who were sitting there 
said to themselves,  7  "What? This is blasphemy! Who but God can forgive sins!"  8  
Jesus knew what they were discussing among themselves, so he said to them, "Why do 
you think this is blasphemy?  9  Is it easier to say to the paralyzed man, `Your sins are 
forgiven' or `Get up, pick up your mat, and walk'?  10  I will prove that I, the Son of Man, 
have the authority on earth to forgive sins." Then Jesus turned to the paralyzed man 
and said,  11  "Stand up, take your mat, and go on home, because you are healed!"  12  
The man jumped up, took the mat, and pushed his way through the stunned onlookers. 
Then they all praised God. "We've never seen anything like this before!" they exclaimed. 

 

Romans 8:18  I am (absolutely) convinced that the sufferings we experience in this life 
cannot even compare to the glories which will we experience in Christ (in heaven).   

 

John 16:33 NASB  "These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have 
peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have overcome the world.  
(And therefore, because you belong to me, so have you)." 

 

God’s answer to our suffering is to trust in his _________, surrender to His _________ 
and desire His ______________.   

 



Philippians 1:20-24 NLV  20  I hope to honor Christ with my body if it be by my life or by 
my death. I want to honor Him without fear, now and always.  21  To me, living means 
having Christ. To die means that I would have more of Him.  22  If I keep on living here 
in this body, it means that I can lead more people to Christ. I do not know which is 
better.  23  There is a strong pull from both sides. I have a desire to leave this world to 
be with Christ, which is much better.  24  But it is more important for you that I stay. 

 

3.  Jesus is the answer to our _________________ from God. 

 

John 4:5-26  5  So he came to a town in Samaria ....  6  Jacob's well was there, and 
Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well … 7  When a Samaritan 
woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?"  … 9  The 
Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can 
you ask me for a drink?" (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) …  22  You 
Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation 
is from the Jews.  23  Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers 
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father 
seeks.  24  God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth."  25  The 
woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will 
explain everything to us."  26  Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he." 

 

Matthew 27:51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to 
bottom.  

 

God went through an awful lot of trouble to introduce himself to _________.   
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