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 “The Resurrection is not merely important to the historic Christian faith — 
without it there would be no Christianity. It elevates Christianity above all 
other world religions. Through the Resurrection, Christ demonstrated that 
He does not stand in a line of peers with Abraham, Buddha, Confucius, or 
Muhammad. Jesus Christ is utterly unique. He had the power not only to lay 
down His life, but also to take it up again.” 
- Hank Hanegraff 
 
 
Four major reasons why Christ had to rise from the dead:  
 
 
ONE:  Jesus had to rise from the grave because it proved His Deity… 
 
Ref: Matthew 27:62-28:6 
 
Each member of the Godhead participated in the physical resurrection of 
Jesus Christ: 
 
(God) Acts 17:30-31, “God overlooked people’s ignorance about these 
things in earlier times, but now he commands everyone everywhere to 
repent of their sins and turn to him.   31 For he has set a day for judging the 
world with justice by the man he has appointed, and he proved to everyone 
who this is by raising him from the dead.” (NLT)	  
 
(Father) I Thessalonians 1:9-10, “For they themselves report concerning 
us the kind of reception we had among you, and how you turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true God,   10 and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the 
wrath to come.”	  (ESV)	  
 
(Son) John 2:19-21, “All right,” Jesus replied. “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.”   20 “What!” they exclaimed. “It has taken forty-
six years to build this Temple, and you can rebuild it in three days?”   21 But 
when Jesus said “this temple,” he meant his own body.” (NLT) 

 
(Holy Spirit) Romans 1:4, “and he was shown to be the Son of God when 
he was raised from the dead by the power of the Holy Spirit. He is Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” (NLT) 
 
TWO: Jesus had to rise from the grave because it proved that the 
Scriptures are trustworthy… 

I Corinthians 15:12-17, “But tell me this—since we preach that Christ rose 
from the dead, why are some of you saying there will be no resurrection of 
the dead?   13 For if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not 
been raised either.   14 And if Christ has not been raised, then all our 
preaching is useless, and your faith is useless.   15 And we apostles would 
all be lying about God—for we have said that God raised Christ from the 
grave. But that can’t be true if there is no resurrection of the dead.   16 And if 
there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised.   17 
And if Christ has not been raised, then your faith is useless and you are still 
guilty of your sins.” (NLT) 
 
Hebrews 6:18a, “So	  God	  has	  given	  both	  his	  promise	  and	  his	  oath.	  These	  two	  
things	  are	  unchangeable	  because	  it	  is	  impossible	  for	  God	  to	  lie.”	  (NLT) 
       
 
THREE: Jesus had to rise from the grave because it gives us power to 
live the Christian life… 
 
Ephesians 1:19-20, “19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of 
his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great 
might   20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead 
and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places,”	  (ESV)	  
 
Ephesians 3:20, “Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty 
power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might 
ask or think.” (NLT) 
 
Romans 6:4, “For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. 
And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of 
the Father, now we also may live new lives.” (NLT) 
 
FOUR: Jesus had to rise from the grave because it gives us a living 
hope… 
 
1 Peter 1:3, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,” (NASB) 
 
	  Colossians 2:12, “ For you were buried with Christ when you were 
baptized. And with him you were raised to new life because you trusted the 
mighty power of God, who raised Christ from the dead.” (NLT) 
 

 
Jesus had to rise from the grave to give us the greatest sign that He is  

God and can do what He says He can do. 


